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The month of May was every bit as busy as promised. We received new members on May 5, 
Jim Lanzalotta and Karen Wagner. The Men of Zion hosted their 8th Annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast on May 9. The Northeastern Ohio Synod remembered Ascension Day, conducted 
business, and held elections on the weekend of May 14 and 15. The church catholic celebrated 
her birthday with the Festival of Pentecost on May 23. May 30 offered a three-day weekend for 
remembering Memorial Day on Monday and the Holy Trinity on Sunday. Additionally, Team 
Zion opened the new Coed Softball season, losing three games in May, and Zion had one of our 
greatest Congregational Meetings ever! The food was great, our meeting was upbeat, and we 
elected a full slate of members to serve with Council, our Deacons and Trustees.  
 
Jim Lanzalotta, a Rensselaer graduate with extensive experience working as an engineer in the 
nuclear energy field, extends Nick Lanzalotta’s generational presence to two. Jim is the 
youngest of Nick’s two sons. We’re glad to have both Jim and Nick with us. Karen has been a 
regular presence at worship for almost a year now. She is a part of the caravan that Chuck 
Danner brings with him to church on Sunday mornings. We’re happy that Karen has found 
herself right at home among us. In addition to celebrating the inclusion of two new members, it 
is probably a good time to remind folks that we could use more volunteers with the ministry that 
provides rides for persons who cannot get to Zion on their own. If you think you could be one 
of these volunteers, simply call the Church Office and let us know. 
 
One of the great things about the Mother’s Day Breakfast is, of course, the food. But another 
signature aspect of the occasion is the gift of a single long-stemmed red rose, which is given to 
all the women who join us. This year’s edition maintained that tradition, and we also hit another 
milestone. Seventy-two men were involved in one way or another as a part of the six teams that 
we formed to organize it. That’s right, seventy two! Great going, Men of Zion! The next great 
food event to be hosted by the Men of Zion is our Prime Rib Dinner, which has been scheduled 
for the evening of Saturday, June 19, to help the women of Zion honor Father’s Day! The menu, 
obviously enough, features prime rib, along with baked potatoes, mixed vegetables, salad, 
dessert, and a fine wine for all who dine. Since it is a fundraiser for the new carpet we plan to 
install this summer, we hope that everyone will buy a ticket. 
 
You will read more about the Synod Assembly on page 13 of this newsletter. You will read 
more about our Congregational Meeting on page 3. We’ve got some interesting news about 
Zion’s graduates on page 10. On pages 8 and 9, we have again featured four of the liturgical 
paintings that Carol Rossbach has painted to help brighten the walls of our Sanctuary as we tell 
the story of the seasons of the Church Year. This is also the month that we host Vacation Bible 
School for the neighborhood. The dates have been set: June 21 – 25. The theme has been 
announced: Hero Headquarters. We’ll need lots of folks to volunteer, and even more to donate 
food and supplies, along with their time and talents. You can read more about this program, its 
theme, and our need for your support and involvement on pages 6 & 7. As you can sense, the 
active pace of May continues into June. There’s lots to do as we race to the end of our program 
year. Why not plan on being a part of all the fun? You’ll be glad you did, and so will we. 
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Our May meeting continued the pattern of 
strong attendance: Jim Fidler, Sue Heyard, 
Jayne Schrader, Dave Palumbo, Linda 
Lancashire, Mark Votaw, Dale Jacobs, Jim 
Dansizen, Cathy Harvey, Chris Thomas, 
and Pastor Sherwindt. Our primary business 
involved preparing for our Congregational 
Meeting, which was set for May 26. 

In his Treasurer’s Report Dave Palumbo 
provided the encouraging news that our 
giving through April continued to be strong. 
The celebration of Holy Week and Easter 
saw some good follow-through from Lent, 
in terms of both attendance and giving. In 
fact, February, March and April have seen a 
pattern of strong support for the church. It’s 
true that we continue to run operating bud-
get deficits, and that our year-to-date budget 
deficit has exceeded last year’s for the first 
time this year. But with utility bills and 
snow-plowing expenses behind us, now is 
the time when we begin to see progress in 
making up ground on the budget deficit. 
With five Sundays, May should offer some 
good news, financially speaking; and with 
your continued support, we should be fine. 

ZION 'S FINANCIAL FACTS FOR APRIL  

   April Income           21,179.81 
   April Expenses        22,598.75 
   April (Deficit)       ( 1,418.94) 

   Income through April         76,995.53 
   Expenses thru April       84,512.93 
   2010 YTD (Deficit)     ( 7,517.40)    
   2009 YTD (Deficit)      ( 4,705.89)  

   HV/AC Donations: Goal      60,000.00 
   HV/AC Donations Given      60,226.50 

   Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 
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The HV/AC Fund: We have surpassed our 
goal of raising $60,000 in new giving to 
help pay for the new HV/AC system! We 
took time at the Congregational Meeting to 
celebrate the success we’ve enjoyed with 
Zion’s timely and generous giving. We had 
raised $40,686.50 during the last half of 
2008. We raised another $16,218 in 2009. 
Through May, we have raised another 
$3,322, which brings our total to $60,226.50! 
While there are a good number of members 
who remain active in honoring their pledge, 
we are happy to declare the HV/AC Fund a 
success, as we move on to inviting every- 
one’s undistracted support of our Operating 
Budget. Mark Votaw reminded us that now 
that we are fully staffed, we need to roll up 
our sleeves, reach into our pockets, and get 
income in balance with expenses.   

2010 Elections at Zion: We were thrilled to 
have a full slate of candidates willing to 
serve as Council members, Deacons, and 
Trustees. Jim Fidler, Mark Votaw, and 
Cathy Harvey will begin their 2nd term on 
Council, Jim as President, Cathy as Caring 
Ministry Elder, and Mark as Resource 
Ministry Elder. Jim Dansizen, who filled 
out Steve Ross’ term as Witness Ministry 
Elder, will begin his 1st term in that role. 
Juanita Cignetti, Vicki Givler and Beth 
Shaheen begin their 1st term on Council, 
Juanita as Council Secretary, Vicki with 
Parish Life, and Beth with Social Outreach. 
John Long, Dean Yoder, and Doug Roman 
begin their 1st term as Deacons, while Lorin 
Beaber, Darlene Milavickas, Donna Roan, 
and Nick Lanzalotta begin their 2nd term. 
Beginning her 1st term as a Trustee was 
Betty Boettler, while Bob Lancashire and 
John Rhodes are beginning their 2nd term. 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all! 
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A big thank you to the Men of Zion for 
putting together another out-of-this-world 
delicious edition of the annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast, complete with the signature touch 
of a beautiful single red rose given to each of 
the women in attendance. The menu was 
world class; the service, filled with love; the 
event, another huge success that was enjoyed 
by all. It was great to have 72 men involved 
in helping with the breakfast, and quite a few 
children participating in our Special Program. 

We now look forward to our fundraiser for 
the New Carpet (soon to be installed in the 
Main Hallway, the Narthex, and the Church 
Office). We are talking about the Prime Rib 
Dinner, which is planned for the weekend of 
Father’s Day, Saturday, June 19, when the 
Singing Chef, with help from the Men of 
Zion, will prepare his world-famous prime 
rib, complete with baked potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, fine wine, salad, and dessert. We 
are hoping to raise as much as $1,000 for the 
Carpet Fund, and are looking to sell seventy 
tickets for $20.00 per person. We will talk 
more about this at our monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, June 2. So, the big event is on 
Saturday, June 19, beginning at 6:00 p.m., 
dinner and a movie for $20.00 a ticket. 
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The Men of Zion hope to sell 70 tickets at $20.00 apiece.  
Help us honor Dads and raise money for the Carpet Fund!�
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Our Summer Bible Study will focus on The 
Power of Persistence, with Session 1 inviting 
us to look closely at the Parable of the 
Persistent Widow and Unjust Judge in Luke 
18:1-8. The goal of this study is to deepen 
our relationship with God and one another by 
attending to the word and will of God for our 
lives and our world. Prayer is a key to the 
process of deepening our relationship with 
God; and persistence is the key to developing 
the kind of prayer life we (and God) desire. 
You will enjoy our conversation. We meet on 
the third Tuesday of every month, which is 
June 15, at 9:30 a.m. in Luther Hall. 

Zion’s Comfort Givers meet on the second 
Thursday of the month, June 12th, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. in Luther Hall. Then, they will 
meet the entire week of Vacation Bible 
School, Monday through Friday, June 21 – 
25, in order to sew the quilts that our young 
Bible Schoolers will help design. We are 
looking forward to a great week, and we’ll 
need all the quilters we can find. Please come 
to enjoy the coffee, our conversation, and the 
joy that is a part of knowing that we are 
helping others through the good that we do.  

Our Annual Chancel Guild Luncheon is 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 8th, in Luther 
Hall, beginning at Noon. The cost is $11.00 
per person. Our menu looks delicious, with 
chicken salad on a croissant, sliced fresh 
fruit, broccoli and bacon salad, strawberry 
pie, with ice tea, coffee and lemonade. 
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It’s true, hard to believe, but true. After six 
years of fielding a great team in the North 
Canton Ministerial Association Coed 
Softball League, and even with the clear 
advantage we have maintained by having 
Bob Lancashire, world-renown League 
Commissioner and county-wide softball 
legend, on our side, Zion needs your help in 
filling out our roster for the season.  

Let there be no doubt about it, you will have 
lots of fun, and you will also make lots of 
friends, especially with the guys and gals 
that play with our team, heroes that include 
Valerie Cizek, her Dad, Randy, and her 
boyfriend Alex Robbins, along with John 
Rhodes, Melissa Riffle, her boyfriend, Matt 
Leasure, Jon Votaw, Laura Kay, Johanna 
Henderson, and, of course, Bob Lancashire.  

Presently, we have joined with Faith United 
Methodist Church in fielding a team, which 
has been good for them and for us; but even 
with this great connection, and a perfect 0-3 
season through the month of May, we really 
need you to help us with our roster. So, find 
a glove and get yourself down to Dogwood 
Field on the following Sunday afternoons:  

06/06 Walsh Team #3, 4:00 p.m., field #3 
06/13 St. Paul’s Team #3, 4 p.m., field #3 
06/20 St. Paul’s Team #2, 3 p.m., field #1 
06/27 High Mill, at 5:00 p.m. on field #3 
07/04 No games scheduled: Fourth of July 
07/11 Rivertree Team #1, 3 p.m., field #1 
07/18 Church of Lakes #1, 3 p.m., field #3 
07/25 Round Robin Tournament, Week 1 
08/01 Round Robin Tournament, Week 2 

This year’s Coed Softball League has 18 
teams, divided into two divisions. What a 
phenomenal job Bob Lancashire continues 
to do in keeping our league strong! 
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First things first, we extend our thanks to 
Bob Lancashire for taking the lead, along 
with his measuring tape and hammer, in 
building a row-full of shelves to help 
organize our huge plastic food containers in 
the small room that houses the mighty 
ministry of outreach we call Zion’s Food 
Pantry. The shelves are perfect, timely, and 
very much needed, which is why we are 
going to ask him to build some more! 

We also want to thank the North Canton 
Police Department, who are inviting the 
folks who attend their Public Safety 
Presentation on June 12th to donate canned 
goods to our Food Pantry. What a great way 
to lift up our community-supported ministry 
of love for folks who need a little help 
during these very tough economic times. 
The Special Public Safety Presentation is set 
for Saturday, June 12th, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. The focus will be on Protecting 
Identity Theft through the proper shredding 
of old documents; and they will have a 
shredder for that purpose in the North 
Canton Police Department Parking Lot. 

Last, but not least, we want to thank our 
2010 Vacation Bible School program for 
focusing some of their service projects and 
all of their offerings on the ministry of 
service we offer through the Food Pantry. 
While we don’t yet know how much that 
will be, we do know that it really is the 
thought that counts, because as we touch the 
hearts and form the minds of yet another 
generation of God’s children, love will 
grow and our world will come to look more 
like the family God intended. We are so 
thankful for all you do to keep us well-
funded financially, with well-stocked 
shelves, and lots of volunteers who care.      
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We are already counting down the days until the start of Hero 
Headquarters, our Vacation Bible School program this year!  
You are invited to join us on Monday through Friday, June 21–
25, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The kids will spend a week at 
Hero Headquarters where they will join forces with God and 
learn how each one of them can be a hero for God. The daily 
themes will focus on heroes who do the unexpected, take 
action, step out on faith, save the day, and stand for the truth.  

The Bible stories will center on ordinary people in the Bible who are often overlooked, but their 
small acts are used by God to do wonderful things. There will also be great music, games, food, 
crafts and, of course, service projects. The kids will meet some great characters during the 
week: Maintenance Mac, Pizza Man, Water Woman, and also Cooper, our canine friend, who 
returns again from last year! It will be a great week of fun and learning, where our kids will 
discover if they are willing to be used by God in any situation, no matter how big or small the 
act, so that they can make a difference!!! 

Our VBS program is designed for children who have completed Kindergarten through 6th grade. 
Youth in the 7th grade (and older) are invited to help during the week. We have many volunteer 
opportunities! Registration packets are now available in the Church Office. Please turn in your 
completed forms by Wednesday, June 16th, in order to help us order sufficient supplies. We will 
still accept registrations during the week of VBS. You will be glad to know that when you turn 
in your registration form, you will receive this year’s Music CD.   

We have a busy week planned! We’ll get started on Monday with lots of fun and activities! We 
also hope to have some special guests this year, people who are everyday heroes. Wednesday 
will be T-Shirt day, so each child will need to bring in a white T-shirt with their name on the 
label by Tuesday. Thursday evening is the evening of our Ice Cream Social, a Family Night that 
begins at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to join us that evening for our VBS Program in the 
Sanctuary, which is followed by lots of ice cream and fellowship. We will also have our Quilt 
Raffle that evening, when we raffle off one of the quilts made with the squares that our kids in 
each class have created. Friday will be our Hero Celebration. This will include water activities 
and fun games to celebrate our week of learning and service! The children will need their swim 
suits, towels and sunscreen on Friday! Of course, we will have lessons, crafts, music, games, 
service projects and lunch each day as well.  

We are all looking forward to a great week for our kids, staff and parents, as we all learn and 
experience how important it is to serve God and others at HERO HEADQUARTERS! Our 
plans are coming together. We still have lots of slots that are open for volunteers. We still need 
a whole lot of help. We need teachers and leaders, help in the kitchen and help with the crafts, 
help with the music, and more youth volunteers than we presently have. In other words, we 
need you … no kidding … this summer! Please consider taking the time to help make this 
year’s Vacation Bible School a fabulous week for our kids. The days are set: Monday through 
Friday, June 21 – 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Five full days and five fun days!  
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SERVICE at VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – We will again focus on service this year, 
which has become a great tradition whenever Zion hosts Vacation Bible School. We have 
planned many service projects, some familiar and some different. Our children will experience 
how important serving others and God is! We hope they will see that no matter how old we are, 
we can truly make a difference! The following is a summary of this year’s projects: 
 
THE OFFERING: There will be a contest each day between the boys and girls to collect 
change as our offering. Each team will have a jar and the most money collected wins! This 
money will then be used to support the work that our Food Pantry does for our neighbors here 
in North Canton. 
 
OUR FOOD PANTRY:  We ask that each child bring in a food item each day, if possible. This 
food will help stock Zion’s Food Pantry, which has been about the ministry of helping many 
families in the community for almost a decade. With unemployment on the rise, and gas prices 
sky high, there has never been as great a need for this ministry as right now. 
 
QUILT SQUARES: The children will once again create quilt squares, which Zion’s Comfort 
Givers will use to sew quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We will raffle one quilt to be chosen by 
the winner on Thursday evening at the Ice Cream Social. Tickets will be available during the 
week. As usual, it’s one ticket for a dollar, or six tickets for five dollars. Join us for all the fun! 
 
DAILY PROJECTS: The children will work on a service project each day during the week.  
 
SCHOOL KITS: We will collect items for School Kits to help children in our community.  
Items needed are backpacks, paper, notebooks, folders, binders, glue, pencils, erasers, crayons, 
scissors, rulers and markers. Please bring in any donations by Wednesday, June 23. If there is 
anyone in the congregation – or among those receiving this newsletter – who is interested in 
donating items, please leave the items in (or near) the Church Office.  
 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE:  We are looking forward to a great week and hope you will join us! 
Again, we are in need of volunteers for the week. You are qualified to volunteer: we guarantee 
it! Please consider joining us one, two, or all five days. It truly is a rewarding and enjoyable 
experience, and you will be working with a great group of kids! We’ve put up sign-up sheets for 
food and supplies in Luther Hall, and we have put out donation 
cans for those who are interested in helping. If you have any 
questions, or would like to volunteer, please feel free to call 
Debbie Fox (330-966-2433), or Jayne Schrader (330-499-3909).  
 
As always, thank you for your great support! The wide reach of 
Zion’s family never ceases to surprise us with all we give for 
this great event, and we look forward to your joining in the fun! 
That’s Monday thru Friday, June 21–25, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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PENTECOST – DOVE AND FLAMES: Isaiah refers 
to the Messianic King in a classic passage that has been 
incorporated into our Rite of Confirmation: “The Spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge, and the fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah 11:2) In 
the Old Covenant period, the gift of the Spirit had been 
thought to be confined to special persons, such as the 
King, or to prophets and charismatic leaders. It was the 
prophet Joel, who foresaw a time when the Spirit’s 
presence and gifts would be universal: “It shall come to 
pass that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.” (Joel 
2:28) In the event of Pentecost as reported in the Book 
of Acts, Peter saw the Spirit’s coming as the realization 
of Joel’s vision. So the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit also  

came to be seen as applying not only to Christ, but also to all Christians. Here the seven flames of 
the gifts form a circle representing eternity; for they are without end, everlasting. The swooping 
dove and flames suggest “the rush of a mighty wind” at Pentecost (Acts 2:2-3). The seven flames 
recall the “seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God” as reported in John’s vision 
in Revelation 4:5. The promise is complete. The Spirit’s power is poured out upon us. We have 
all that we need to proclaim God’s love with lives that declare the victory of our Lord and Christ.  
 

EVANGELISM – FLAMES, CROSSES, GLOBE: In Isaiah 49:6, the Lord says, “I will give  
you as a light to the nations, so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” Saint Paul  
quotes this as confirmation of his understanding of 
the mission of the early church, which embraced the 
challenge of extending the Good News of the Gospel 
to all nations in Acts 13:47. The servant whom God 
raised up was Jesus, who boldly claimed for himself 
that he was the light of the world (Jn. 8:12), as fore-
seen in Isaiah. In this painting, the flaming cross 
stands at the center, representing Jesus, the light of 
the world. The four arms of flames reflect the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, calling 
us to proclaim the Good News to the four corners of 
the globe, which is symbolized by the four crosses. 
The circle reminds us that we are one in Christ, and 
one in our calling, wherever we live in God’s world. 
All of us are the fruit of this mission, as well as 
God’s instruments and servants in proclaiming it. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY – TRIANGLE AND TREFOIL:  
The foundations for the doctrine of the Trinity are laid 
in the activities of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as 
recorded in Scripture. As Christians struggled to com-
prehend what had been accomplished and revealed in 
Christ and bestowed with the Holy Spirit, the church  
summarized its understanding in the great ecumenical 
creeds, notably, the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds. To 
communicate this faith, the church for centuries had 
relied on geometric figures in particular to convey the 
great paradox of a God who is three in one, one in 
three. These figures either are used alone, or in inter-
woven combinations as shown here. Of all the symbols 
for the Trinity, the equilateral triangle is perhaps the 
most common. The three equal angles and three equal  
sides reflect the equality of the three persons of the Trinity, while the resulting single figure of 
the whole triangle demonstrates their unity.  The triangle here is interwoven with a trefoil figure. 
The profile of the trefoil is derived from that of the shamrock (or clover) with its three lobes and 
from the interlocking set of three circles, both also symbols of the Trinity. 
 
THANKSGIVING – WHEAT, FISH, WATER, and CROSS:  While the painting above cele-
brates the Festival of the Holy Trinity, which is the Sunday that immediately precedes the arrival 
of Ordinary Time of the Church Year, this painting depicts themes of Thanksgiving, which we 
celebrate as Ordinary Time gives way to the arrival of Advent and the new Church Year. Each of 
the symbols represents the essence of life, both life for the body and life for the soul. Grain or 

wheat draws our focus to the life-cycle of nature. 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit.” (John 12:24) Thus, in this way, the symbol 
of grain is used to denote the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Both the grain, from 
which bread is made, and the fish, which is an 
ancient acronym for life in Christ, are symbols of 
Jesus offering food for the hungry. Jesus is the true 
bread that comes from heaven, and the community 
of believers is the new wine that fills the earth with 
God’s gracious love, which is the basic necessity 
for true life. These elements are combined in this 
symbol in order to convey the praise and 
thanksgiving we owe God as the right response 
required for all that God has done for us and given 
to us in Christ our Lord. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

Sunday, June 6:  It’s the last day of the 2009-2010 Sunday School Year: Let’s Party On! 
Monday, June 21:  Vacation Bible School, Hero Headquarters: Registration at 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 22:  VBS, Hero Headquarters: Do the Unexpected! (Bring a T-Shirt, too) 
Wednesday, June 23: VBS, Hero Headquarters: Take Action (It’s T-Shirt Day at Zion) 
Thursday, June 24: VBS, Hero Headquarters: Save the Day (Enjoy this evening, too) 
Friday, June 25:  VBS, Hero Headquarters: Stand for Truth (It’s Water Day All Day) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES: PRE-K THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL  

Sunday, June 6th, will wrap up this Sunday School Year! We have had a great year of lessons, 
an awesome Christmas Program and Easter Program, and a lot of fun learning about God’s 
word and amazing love. Thank you to our Sunday School teachers and staff. You have done a 
great job this year! We truly appreciate your dedication to the children of Zion. This year’s 
Sunday School Staff has included some great teachers: Corlene Coulter, Vicki Givler, Sharon 
Stout, Connie Riffle, and Janet Slease.  

As was the case last year, we will again be taking a break this summer from Sunday School. So, 
there will be no Sunday School classes for Zion’s younger members, from Pre-K through High 
School. We will start up again in September when we kick off the Sunday School year with 
Rally Day on Sunday, September 12th, 2010. Classes start up again on Sunday, September 19th.  

We also want to extend a big thank you to Kelly Walters for leading Zion’s Children’s Choir 
during the Sunday School year! We really appreciate all of the hard work and time she invested 
in giving our kids who love to sing an opportunity to do just that. Kelly and the Children’s Choir 
did a great job! Don’t forget that there will be no Children’s Choir practice during the summer. 
 
THANK YOU’S TO THE CATECHISM AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 

We would like to thank Renee Schrader for teaching the Catechism class this year, and Brian 
Milek, too, for his assistance in class. Both Renee and Brian did a great job and received very 
high praise from the kids! Also, thank you to our High School Sunday School leader, Tina 
Beaber. We appreciate her support of and dedication to the kids. There were great projects, 
lessons and discussions that were very important to our High Schoolers’ spiritual growth as 
members of Zion. Finally, we would also like to take this time to extend our congratulations to 
Zion’s two graduating High School Seniors – Laura Kay and Taylor Roman! What a wonderful 
contribution you have made to our Christian Education and Youth Programs over the years! We 
will miss you at Sunday School next year, and we wish you the best of luck at college! 
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The Adult Sunday School Class is continuing our study from the People of Faith Bible Studies 
Series, with our present book focusing on A Lamenter, a Dreamer and Two Pretty Good 
Leaders. This is the second of a series designed to explore Biblical characters in the belief that 
the stories of God’s people, which are preserved for us in the Bible, are not just information 
about men and women who lived long ago; these stories are about us. They tell us who we are, 
and who God is for us. As we read these stories, we do more than just learn about what 
characters like Rachel, Joseph, Moses or Joshua did a long time ago. We learn something 
essential about who we are and where God is in our stories. That’s the point of reading the 
Bible. We open the pages of Scripture in order to discover ourselves. 
 
In our present unit we have met Rachel, Jacob, and Leah. We studied the Great Biblical Birth 
Off, which occurred when Rachel and Leah, along with their maids, were in competition to see 
which woman could have the most children by their husband Jacob. This is probably not a 
theme we should seek to emulate. Sometimes, it’s interesting to just learn about the kind of 
things that happen in cultures other than our own. The world of the Bible can often be quite 
strange. Our desire is not to learn what it means to be strange, but what it means to be faithful. 
Learning about Jacob’s desire to have a big family gave us a chance to learn about Jacob’s big 
family. We began looking at Joseph and his coat of many colors by actually looking at a DVD 
of the musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, written by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, and starring Donny Osmond as Joseph, Jacob’s youngest son. This is a story that can 
teach us a lot about ourselves as we struggle with the themes of revenge and forgiveness. 
 
Once a month we leave our People of Faith Bible Study and take a look at some contemporary 
articles in The Lutheran. Looking ahead to Sunday, June 13th, Jim Fidler will lead our study of 
Why Paul Matters. After Jesus himself, Paul is, arguably, the most important figure in the New 
Testament. From his beginning as a persecutor of the Christian church to his “blinding light” 
conversion, we will follow his dedicated missionary trip to the Gentile world in order to learn 
what shaped Paul and how he shaped the Christian church. Lutherans are especially indebted to 
Paul since Martin Luther’s big breakthrough came while reading Paul’s letters to the Romans. 
 
Then, on June 20th, it’s back to A Lamenter, a Dreamer, and Two Pretty Good Leaders. Each 
of the people we cover in this unit has a big story – and that is certainly the case with Moses and 
Joshua. Most of us probably think that we know the story of Moses pretty well. After all, 
haven’t we seen The Ten Commandments on television dozens of times? But what you think 
you know isn’t always accurate. Even more importantly, what we learn from God’s Word can 
often be surprising. As we learn from Moses’ story that God lives to free us, we might do well 
to keep in mind that one of the things we need is to be set free from our misconceptions.  
 
So, there you have it. We’ve found out some things we never learned before in Sunday School, 
and we have enjoyed some pretty good discussions along the way. Why don’t you join us? 
You’ll be glad you did, and so will we. That’s Sunday mornings between the services in Luther 
Hall all summer long. We have too much fun to take a break. 
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(Report submitted by Carol Rossbach) 
 
Armed with my Mother’s Day present of a GPS, Chuck Danner and I set off for the John S. 
Knight Center in Akron. Forty minutes and many, many turns in the road later, we arrived just 
in time for Morning Prayer led by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. Bishop Eaton then opened the Synod 
Assembly with the usual business of adoption of agenda, rules of procedure, announcements, 
and nominations for the election to follow. There were 556 persons in attendance. 
 
MISSIONS NEWS: Our partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Fund, NATO, and Lutheran 
World Relief has begun a Lutheran Malaria Initiative to rid sub-Saharan Africa of that disease 
within ten years. The offering from Friday’s worship service, which was designated to support 
the Lutheran Malaria Initiative totaled $5,860.53! There are twenty-nine persons in candidacy 
from the Northeastern Ohio Synod. 4,000 health kits were sent from our Synod to assist with 
the ministry of Lutheran World Relief. Our ELCA is developing an African Descent Strategy, 
which should help with our outreach into African-American neighborhoods throughout the 
church. Bishop Eaton had praise for the developing Latino ministries, La Trinidad in Canton 
and Massillon, and a Puerto Rican outreach ministry in Lorain and Elyria. 
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Saturday morning Dr. Gemechis Buba, Director for African National 
Ministries, Evangelical Outreach, and Congregational Mission in the ELCA, gave a powerful 
keynote address. Drawing from Acts 3:1-10, he told the story of the nameless lame man, whose 
friends carried him to a place near the temple every day so he could beg for alms. Peter and 
John met the man there, and Peter told him, “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have 
give I thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise, stand up and walk.” Pastor Buba 
encouraged us to believe that we are a continuation of that apostolic witness. Money is not the 
answer to our mission problem; otherwise it would have been solved. The solution is Jesus. Our 
success depends not on who we are, but on how we rely on Jesus. The ELCA is richer than most 
countries in Africa; but our church is not founded on economic riches. “We” are the gifts God 
has given the world. Our mission depends on our recognizing that we have to give the Jesus 
who is alive in us to others. Like Peter, we are sent to raise people up, not put them down; and 
we will help to raise people up when they see how the Gospel changes us.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS HIGHLIGHTS: Since ELCA Bishop Mark Hanson cannot be present at all 
65 Synod Assemblies, a video is prepared to be presented in his absence. This year’s video was 
entitled Everyday Evangelists, as Bishop Hanson highlighted the work of several congregations 
around the country. The first ministry featured was a congregation in Illinois, whose Comfort 
Givers sewed 1,192 quilts for Lutheran World Relief last year. The second ministry focused on 
our outreach to the Hispanic community in Albuquerque. The third ministry took us to Boston, 
Massachusetts, where our own Kayle Frock was featured as a spokesperson for Faith Kitchen, a 
program that serves gourmet meals to the hungry in downtown Boston once a week. Needless to 
say, while Zion wasn’t mentioned by name, all of us from Zion were nicely surprised and very 
proud of the difference Kayle was making as a young woman living on her own and getting 
involved in the work of the church and the mission of the kingdom in Boston. 
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The Malaria Initiative, which was embraced 
at our most recent Synod Assembly (see page 
13), is an unprecedented collaborative effort 
among our ELCA, Lutheran World Relief, 
and the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, to 
mobilize 8 million Lutherans in the United 
States to join in the battle against malaria, a 
preventable disease that kills one million 
people a year. Proven field strategies, 
experience, expertise, and financial resources 
will make a huge difference in this battle. 

The Lutheran World Federation, which is a 
global community of Lutheran churches with 
140 member communions in 79 countries,  
including the ELCA, has surpassed the 70 
million member mark world-wide. The actual 
number was 73,758,126. The number of 
Lutherans affiliated with non-LWF churches 
stood at 3,704,810. Countries with the most 
LWF Lutherans within their borders are: 

· Churches in Germany:    12,900,794 
· The Church of Sweden:    6,751,792 
· The Church in Tanzania:  5,302,727 
· The Church in Ethiopia:   5,279,822 
· Our very own ELCA:       4,623,301 
· The Church of Denmark:   4,492,121 
· The Church in Indonesia: 4,178,256 

Closer to home, Lutheran Men in Mission in 
the Northeastern Ohio Synod will host their 
annual Seminary Scholarship Golf Outing at 
Rain Tree Country Club in Uniontown on 
Saturday, July 17, beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
The cost is $75 per golfer, which includes 
green fees, a cart, lunch, refreshments, and a 
steak dinner. Twelve $500 scholarships were 
presented to Trinity Lutheran Seminarians 
last year. The golf outing is a scramble with 
team members playing the best ball. It will be 
a whole lot of fun. Sign up and join in! 
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We extend our thanks to the many members 
and friends of Zion who contributed 150 red 
geraniums, both to beautify our Sanctuary on 
Pentecost, and to fill our landscaping beds for 
the summer. In addition to red geraniums, 
members donated their own perennials, and 
enough cash to purchase a huge pile of mulch 
to help with weeding during the summer. Our 
quiet gardeners have included Ruth Elsass, 
Audrey Hartman, Carol Rossbach, Faye 
Shankle, Jayne Schrader, Renee Schrader, 
Gail Vogt, and Betty Tracy. We thank them – 
and you – for helping to keep Zion beautiful. 

A Military Memorial Service is now set for 
Jerry Himes on the morning of Friday, June 
11, 11:00 a.m., at the Ohio Western Reserve 
Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio. We hosted a 
private Memorial Service for the family here 
at Zion on Friday, May 29, at 4:00 p.m. We 
have included some excerpts from the sermon 
at that Memorial Service on the next page.  
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(January 25, 1926 – April 22, 2010) 
 
Jerry Himes, born January 25 of 1926, younger brother of Evelyn Moore, older brother to Paul 
Himes, was baptized at Zion when we were still located over on West Maple, and confirmed in 
1941. He went off to war in 1944, returned a sergeant in 1948, became the husband of Marilyn, 
his wife of fifty-one years, when he returned from World War II in 1948, and a father, when his 
son Blaine was born in 1951. The Himes family has had a long, rich, and faithful association 
with Zion. Jerry was the third of four children born to Clifford Himes and Alberta, known as 
Ruth (formerly Elsass) Himes. Evelyn told me that Ruth Himes had made quite a difference in 
the life of our church, active with the Women of Zion as part of the Loyal Daughters Class, a 
leader of the Prayer Chain, an active supporter of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
and a charter member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Community. How ironic – even kind of iconic – 
that their Mom should share a name with Ruth Elsass, confirming a truth that Ruth often shares, 
namely, that just about everyone here at Zion is related to an Elsass somewhere down the line!  

Our Memorial Service was set for Friday, the beginning of the Memorial Day Weekend. It 
wasn’t long before I ran across the feminine form of a name I had never seen before, that is, 
before I had seen the M that stood for Jerry’s middle name, which was Moine. I ran across a 
poem by Moina Michael, who in 1915 responded to a poem by John McCrae, two poems that 
have come to define the meaning of Memorial Day. McCrae’s poem was In Flanders Fields, 
written in the heat of combat on a Belgian battlefield as World War I raged to a standstill. “We 
are the Dead. Short days ago we lived, felt the dawn, saw sunset glow, loved, and were loved, 
and now we lie in Flanders fields. Take up our quarrel with the foe: to you from failing hands 
we throw the torch. Be yours to hold it high. If ye break faith with us who die, we shall not 
sleep though poppies grow in Flanders fields.” Moina Michael responded: “We cherish, too, the 
poppy red that grows on fields where valor led. It seems to signal to the skies that blood of 
heroes never dies.” The Gospel truth is that the blood of heroes does die. As Christians, we 
don’t live on through the success of the causes we live and sometimes die for. Our hope for life 
after death is far more personal than that. There is one who has conquered the grave. There is 
one who is risen from the dead, and it’s not George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Wilson, 
Roosevelt, Kennedy, or King. For all its glory, the nation is not the church; and it is to the 
church that God has been given the mission of proclaiming the name by which all shall be 
saved. That name is Jesus Christ.  

We have been blessed to enjoy life in a country that has been blessed in everyway – physically 
with food, politically with power, economically with wealth, and spiritually with a rich religious 
heritage. We thank God for this great land and for the men and women who have given their all 
to make our world better. But the hope for life after death that God promises, and gives, is 
grounded not in our sacrifice, but in the sacrifice of His Son. In the end, it is not poppies red in 
Flanders fields that are the focus of our hope for life beyond the grave. It is rather the blood of 
Christ and the Spirit’s power, flowing red with the gift of life that never ends, embracing us 
with a love that will never let us go that is the focus of our remembering and the ground of our 
hope that those who die in Christ will live – whether we’re talking about Ruth Elsass Himes, or 
her son Jerry, or each one of us – alive forever in a love that never ends, in the life that’s freely 
given, and forever ours…in Jesus’ name. Amen  
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